
38      Summer 2011

aron Plumbing and Heating Co. is a well-
traveled mechanical contractor. Posters of 
planes and trains cover the of� ce walls of 
co-owner and vice president Jim Gibertoni, 

a licensed pilot who owns his own plane. But what 
speaks most about the distance to which Aaron 
Plumbing and Heating has gone for its clients 
is the Alaska map on Gibertoni�s wall. The map, 
just across from his desk, is covered in push pins 
identifying every location that Aaron Plumbing 
and Heating has serviced since opening in 1982.  A 
majority of pins cluster around Interior and South-
central Alaska, spreading as far north as Deadhorse, 
into the panhandle just south of Petersburg and
as far west as Shemya, the last island on the
Aleutian chain.

�My aviation experience goes hand in hand 
with my work here,� Gibertoni said. �I started � ying 

because we needed to get plumbers out to rural 
worksites. Now we go all over the state.�

Aaron Plumbing and Heating is a Fairbanks-
based company that installs plumbing, heating 
and air conditioning systems in commercial and 
industrial buildings; in addition to producing 
design-build, plan and spec, and time and material 
projects. About 30 percent of the company�s work 
is design-build, with a majority of their services 
provided as a subcontractor. 

Gibertoni started Aaron Plumbing and Heating 
with $26 in small jobs. As the company grew, he 
brought on two additional co-owners: president/ 
project manager Tom Fisher and secretary/trea-
surer/project manager Dima Kulmanovsky. Eight 
employees work in the of� ces, with an additional 
30 to 35 on-site laborers. In recent years, Aaron 
Plumbing and Heating has worked on projects 
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AARON PLUMBING 
AND HEATING CO. By RACHAEL KVAPIL

Aaron co-owner and vice president Jim Gibertoni stands beside a map on his wall identifying the places where his company
has completed projects in Alaska.
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